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AUTHOR'S INTRACTION 10 GAMES GRAFFITI; Rationale for the Games
-

.

Approach to Early LearningoExperiences

by

'Mary Anne Christenberry

The research of Piaget and others has inaicated that it is

imperative for children to interact with real objects in order

to learn about and, indeed, to create their cognitive world.

Kamii and DeVries state that it is necessary for children "..;.to

'manipulate objects in order to develop their physical, logicO-
.

mathematical, add spatial knowledge because it is only by dealing

with reality that thildren can transform reality...'manipulating'

should mean 'using objects constructiveW with a well-defined

aiai (at Wittever level)..." a child- is working, and the child

should not be "...just manipulating objects in haphazard pushing,

.pulling, and fooling around." (Kamii (SeDeVries, 1973, 31-32). This

appears to me to, be a clear argument against much of the random

"free play" activities we customarily provide for young children

in typical kindergarten and other early learning situations.
.

In early education, we are usually highly concerned with the

child's intellectual or cognitive development, urged on by

schodl district perSonnel, and by our own personal philosdphies.

But what is the BEST way.to.accomplish this? -Kamii cites from the

writings of Piaget,that."...our comprehension of realitY..pretedes

and largely determines how we react to it. Whatever specific ob-

- 1

4.

jective we may define in education must.. .support and enhance qual-
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ides suCh as autonomy so that intelligence can develop as a co-

1
herent, powerful whole." ( Kamii, 1975, 201) -And, indeed, some

i !

of the most important issues today in early education a e concerned

with the objectives` \of our programs, most specifically hat we

.

should try to teach, and how. I believe that them94s impor-

tant part.of this question may be why and that it is crucial that

objectives for early educatio be solidly gropnded in developme

;tal theory supported by research

that if we continue to give children

share with Kamii her conce

eady-made answers and end-

less workpapers with only on= correct an wer and toys with only

one use, we may fail to educ to children to eal logically with

reality itself. Kamii says that by "...compart entalizting ace-

demic skills and separating them from the developm t of intelli-

gence, schools too often p oduce passive students who ant to be

told what to think next." Kamii, 1975, p. 203).

tAlmy has clearly de;! ned the difference in types of knowledge

we deal with in teaching young children. She defines PHYSICAL

4 ?
KNOWLEDGE as "...knowle e that can be inferred directly from

observatiOn.of the phys cl world" and states that -it differs from

LOGICO- MATUEMATICAL KNO EDGE, which'is "...knowlJage that indi-,
4,

viduals construct from their own actions on the physical world."

(Almy, l 76, p. 93) I most classrooms, we probably see more

physical knowledge, or soal learning, being attempted by the'

.teacher where the chili is asked to make many inferences which

may be beyond his capabilities at that time to formulate and
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77)

interpret, than the logico-mA hemattcal knowlod),,,e whit h the

'child arrives through his of action on "elements in his world

an,d through which he creates his 4wn intellpct. Piaget, himself,

in dis ssing representativ intelAgence, gives us some insight

into his i eas about the c ild's progression in cognittNie develop-

- ment:

.

"Repres&Itative ntelligence beg ns with the child's
ystematic conce tration on his 0 action and on

rythe momentary fi urative aspects of the segments of
reality with which thislaction deal,s. Later it ar-

\ rives at a dece tering based On the\general coordina-
tion of action, and this permit thelormation of. .

operatory syste s of transformations4nd constants
or conservatio s which liberate the.-'re resentation

1\of reality fro its deceptive figurativ appearances.
(Piaget, 1969, p. 128).

' It was with this n mind that the authors of G FFITI

developed these games and attempted to organize them i aiur-

\poseful,, meaningful anner. We sought to implJment, th Ugh the

games, some of the iseas concerning the development of a ild's

nderstanding glean d from our study of theorists, particulrly

iaget, and those ho are currently attempting to impleteht his

i eas in early ed cation.

The games ',escribed in GAMES GRAFFITI are organized in a

se uence of t ee basic concepts:

I. Objects can be organized according to shape, color,
nd size

II. Objects can be organized by their identity

III. Objects can be organized according to the relationships

e concepts are then developed in a series of 64 games through
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which the child may discover for himself,organizational relation-

ships. Every attempt should be made by the person constructing

the games to make Chem attractive, interesting, and available to

the child. A tempt' to arouse his'interest and his curiosity be-

cause, P...acCording to Piaget,...If intelligence develops as a

whole by the 'child's oOn construction, then what makes this con-

struction poSsible in the child's curiosity, interest, alertness,

deairp to colmmunicate and exchange points of view, and a desire.

to make sense out it all." (Kamii, 1975, p. 201)

It is,the'desire of the Authors of GAMES GRAFFITI that

1

teachers w o choose to construct'these games will use them to the
-...

benefit the children under their direction and that they will

reflect tie teacher's awareness of the way children think and

tihat'the e games will support and facilitate that thinking, the

essentia difference between classrooms using Piaget's ideas and

others ccording to Almy (1976, p."06). M

arning games may be used by teachers and parents of

young fhildren to provide experiences appropriate to their in-
t

terestls and abilities. Using games for concept learning is a

delig fitful approach to learning. While the games we are pre-
-44

sentin today may be used by children in small groups, they were

designe primarily for the, child to explOte by himself. T e games
I

are arra ged in a,sequence developed from extensive study I

current itesearch in child development.

6
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The purpose of the games is to help the child transfer con-

crete knowledge into abstract concepts. The ideas in the games

are,basic and are adaptable for use in classrooms from kindergar-

ten through third grade;
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LANVTA(IE Ap"M OPIES AS A BRTME TO READ1Nc by 'Linda Clary

These learning games represent an interdisciplinary appraoch to education.

EArly chi ood education and reading are teaming to help children learn.

For years now, we have talked" about the importance of what the Child does

before 1e comes to school and how that relates to his later success, particu-

larly in reading, and we have practiced the concept 6f- readiness in first

A grades. Umfortunatelyeadinesb has often meant-forcing a child through

a programyegardless of his developmental state. There are many, many

sphools where all first graders get the ,same readinesSprogram and all

begin to read an the second Tuesday in October, regardless of their

individual characteristics. However, reading educators and inguists

in recent yearyhaveStressed the importance of,language development to

reading success, and, according .to Piaget, language reflects ra, er than

determines ecjgnitive development., However, he says that special linguistic

programs will not Help dhildren,whose cognitive level does not allow

comprehension of what they talk about. Frank Smith Also emphasizes

that reading involves the translation of visual symbols for language into

meaning. We also know that thinking and speech occurred much earlier and

existed for a long time without reading. Written language is dependent on

spoken language, and spoken language has to be stimulated to develop the

conceptyhat lead,to understanding.

Hare!s where early childhood education and reading can team up. Early

childhood specialists have contact with children earlier than reading teachers,

and, by providing activites that help the child develop cognitive abilities,

they create a need fin. language. The child must then utse language meaningfully

and this use leas the Jnild to later being able to derive meaning from

the printed, form of language. This task is essentially what reading is

and illustrates how 4hese learning. games can lead to reading and language

arts success'for the young child.



mr-ity AviECkladoE17-0,

Gilkb ria(s) XZp
e aysi-1. LiErtrks,



A

GAMES: GjRA!F-FITI.

'LEARNING GAMES TO MAKE FOR 'YOUNG CHILDREN

/by

Mary Anne Christenberry, "PhD
Augusta College

6rol Eubanks, MEd

Ciystil Leathers, .MEd

120

Ip



a

a

0

Copyright' 0 1976.

Mary Anne ChristenberrY
Carol Eubanks

Crystal Leathers

PERMISSION', TO REPRODUCE THIS COPY.
RIGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

vt.

.Mary Anne Christenberry
Carol Eubanks

TO ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THP NATIONAL IN-
STITUTE OF EDUCATION FURTHER REPRO
DUCTION OUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM RE-
QUIRES PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT
OWNER

I.

'PP

'PERMISSION TO 'REPRODUCE THIS COPY
RIGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

Cristal Leathers

TO ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING
,UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE NATIONAL PP
STITUTE OF EDUCATION FURTHER' REPRO-
DUCTION. OUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM RE.
QUIRES PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT

OWNER

<21

Printed in Washington, GA U.A.

O°

<11

fl

.

r.



tap

To Karen, Susan, Charlotte,-
John, Hilary, and Ren

The author, gratefully aoknoWledge

Dr. 'Mary Scott

GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY

who believed in. us,and encouraged us
to contipue developing these gathes.
She has' an extraordinary ability to
inspire her students to attempt and
to accomplish.

dr

Illustrations" by,

,Crystal Leathers and Carol Cubanks

= Typing by 'Mary Ethridge

Graphics' by Waido P. Harris III
> .

I



A child is
always

learning ,

A child's
learning
is fun

A child learns
b doing

A child is

curious

A child learns
through play

A child's work
is learning

Tp THE READER: r.

IL,
,, t. ..t. ,
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,These GAMES are intended to give teachers and parents° of young chtldren

ideas for ma'kinj learning games which will provide experiences apprppriate_to

their interests and abilities. Whjle no ages are specified, the GAMESwere

designed wits very.young learners in mind.
e

Using games is a delightful approach to learning, shared by the child and

his parent or teacher. While the GAMES may be used, by children in small groups,

'they were designed primarily "for the child-to explore by himself. The SEQUENCE'

of these GAMES was developed from extensive study of current research in child

development. It is suggested that the child BEGIN with CONCEPT I and proceed in

the given order. The CONCEPTS and the GAMES build from the beginhing to the end

in a develOping SEQUENCE. The foundation for each CONCEPT depends upon, the pre-

vious CONCEPT. f

13



The main purpose of these GAMES is to help the child transfer concrete

knowledge into Abstract concepts. Therefor:e, encourage the child to VERBALIZE

as he uses the GAMES, even when he is working alone. Every time he knows .what

something is, encourage him to talk about ,it. (E.g. The boat is blue. The sun

is yellow. Here is a'triangle. This is a circle.") Also, encourage him to

describe what he i doing. (E.g. "I ac putting the train here.") . .

Basic to the concept of &.vanizing skills is the child's understanding of

the meaning of such words as:

alike all bigger next similar
different some smaller last little
the same as none large first' a bit

0

Many children confuse the meaning of these words. Try to clarify them with the

child if he appears-uncdrtain of their meaning and use.

The ideas in these GAMES are basic and are applicable for use in Sunday

Schools, Dible Schools, or Church Kindergartens, using piCtures from Church

literature. The authors hope that teachers and parents will take these ideas

and develop similar-GAMES and activities of their own appropriate to the needs

and interest 'of their children..

Mary Anne Christenberry
Carol Eubanks

# Crystal n,411,prs

14
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SEQUENCE OF CONCUTS AND GAMES

CONCEPT I: OBJECTS CAN BE ORGANIZED ACCORDING TO SHAPE, COLOR, AND SIZE
.Page

I-A: 'Objects car be grouped by shape 2
Games 1-3

.* Game 4, Evaluation of I-A

I-B: Like objects can have different color
Games 5-6
Gamo 7, Evaluation of I-C

I -C: Different objects can have like color

Games 8-9
Game 10, Evaluation of I-C

I-0: Like objects can be different sizes
Game 11-14
Game 15; Evaluat I-D "--
Game 16, Evaluatio CONCEPT I

-\\

CONCEPT II: OBJECTS CAN BE ORGANIZED BY THEIR IDENTITY

II-A: Objects of similar appearance can be grouped according to
their similarity
Games 17-21
Game 22, Evaluation of II-A

II-B: Objects of similar nature can be grouped according to
their similarity
Games 23-31
Game 32, Evaluation of II-B

3

3

4

6

II-C: Objects with similar uses can be grouped by
their purposes
Games 33-34
'Game 35, Evaluation of II-C
Game 36, Evaluation of,CONCEPT II

CONCEPT III: OBJECTS CAN BE ORGANIZED ACCORDING TO THEIR.RELATIONSHIPS

Separate parts can be arranged to forma meaningful whole
Games 37-41
Game 42, Evaluation of CONCEPT

Objects can be used together td perform a meaningful
purpose
Games 43 -46

Game 47, Evaluation of III-B

10

11

12
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,III-C: The same objects can be arranged'to occupy space
differently '13

Games 48 -52

Game 53;.Evalation of III-C

III-0: Objects, because of similar nature, belong together
Games 54-57
Game 58, Evaluation of III-0

III-E: Particular actions evoke predictable, observable effects
Games 5i60
Gamb 61, Evaluation of III-E
Game 62, Evaluation of CONCEPT-11i

OTHER GAMES YOU MAY.WISH TO MAKE

Game 63
Game 64

16
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' CONSTRUCTION; AND,USE OF THE GAMES

4

1. 7111 games are designed to be co structed in 1;oxes, such as hosiery boxes.

.2. All materials are things yob my already have at home or school; or which you
may easilyobtain from local st res. 4

NI

3.. Use three-dimensional items when p Bible but if yd?cannot find them, mount
pictures from magazines and old workboOks_onoeleavy cardboard.,

P
4. When the term "shadow" is used in a game description, it refers to a black

shape $n the box, which is.exactly the size and shaft a. -loose object in
the game. The "shadow" provides a.built-In self evaluation for the child:
if the object fits, the Ishadow",,he knows that his answer;is correct.

5. The boxes May be taped together with wide tape on tne side to make a type of
hinge. A fastener made of a brad'and string may be placed on the opposite
side to insure a secure-dosing for the box and keep loose objects,from
spilling Out. \.

6. The inside of the box and the looSe object.ln the games may be covered with
clear contact page, for longer use.

. .

7. Encourage the child to put away one game with all parts in it before he uses
another one.

Red Gree
Ei
.0 ft. [

Plo)( open .

,r1\

Mc :sking +ape . 'anaci and 6 ring
fastener-

Cover top of box
With colorful
picture

hibge

17

-Lobel along
Easy fo store
on she)Ve50. Choose
one you want from
The labels,.
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4
THE GAMES

The GAMES are printed on only one side
of the paper so that you may cut them
apart to file, to place in the box with
the GAME, or to use in any way conveni-
ent and helpful,to you.

.

18
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c
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b
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c
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Sample

Game:
1

GAMES GRAFFITI: Language Arts Games to Make For Young Children

by

Mary Anne Christenberry, PhD.
Aunusta College

Carol Eubanks, d

Crystal Leathers MEd

CONCEPT II-B: OBJECTS OF SIMILAR NATURE CAN1 BE GROUPED

ACCORDING TO THEIR SIMILARITY .

P

Game #26
Gathering: Cardboard; pictures of farm and city activi-

ties, animals, vehicles, buildings, etc.

Making: Glue farm scene in box 1.td, city scene in
bottom of box:, Mount other pictures on
Cardboard.

Using: Qhild groups pictures as shown.

1

A book of detailed directions for making 64 Language Arts games .plus guide-
. lines for developing hundreds of other games.is available. All games use

qmaterials and items found around the house or in 'the classroom. The authors

are available for workshops,and in-service sessions for instruction and par-

ticipation in construction of the games. The book may be ordered from

P.O. Box 2683
Augusta, GA 30904

I am enclOsing $3.00 for each copy of the book, GAMES GRAFFITI: Language'

Arts Games to Make for Young Children. Please mail copiet to:

Name

,Address

36

zip
(be sure to give zip)


